Dail

My granddad
tried to kaill
Dylan Thomas

A new film tells the explosive story of the poet’s tangled
“love life. Its producer talks to Shetla Folmston
about ber imtimate connection with the drama



n March 6 1945, shortly after
the pubs had closed, William
Eillick stalked up to the
elifftop bungalow near
Igi:.lu l;lTuﬁa, South Wales,
ere Dylan Thomas was partying
with friends and fired a machine
gun through the window. Then,
pst for good measure, he went
{usu:la atd let off another round
hefore threalening to blow up the
‘whole caboodle with a hand

ojgrenade. He was charged with
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attempted murder,
., Killick had good reason to feel
He had just returned
from 18 months’ service behind
nemy lines in Greece with the
pecial Dpﬂatumsbgmmtwe to find
tongues wagging about an affair
his m[g ,Vera, and Thomas,
u,\pth whom she had wii up. To
- Add insult to injury, his bank
account was emply: plundered to
art the Thomases’ r.
style. “It's understandable when
u come back from war and 5
suddaniy all your money's gone
while yuu were bleeding for your
gouniry,” says Rebelah Gilbertson,
‘who sl_iimu]giliandr;\:r : William and Vera
re her ents.
'}“EHEI' rarely mentioned the
candal: * was always a sort of
tery around it [ was lold onee
hat they had  the four of
m, not to about it. And my
iﬂnﬂfﬂﬂlﬂ felt he had five

ughters and didn't want o be
4o kill Dylan Thomas.”
 But now the silence is about to be
has just produced her first film, The
Edge of Love, which tells that story.
‘Eﬂ movie (it opens the
Film Festival next weels),
| and Cillian Murphy as
3  Matthew Rhys and
wife, Caitlin.
Was Vera having a ?
with the Killicks in the
Sixties, she asserted then: “1 never

considered as the person who tried
broken resoundi : Gilbertson
mﬁ]ohu Maybury, itis a
ith a high-profile cast: Keira
ienna Miller as Thomas and his
According to Robin Sheldon, who
gid, bayi, T never did. 1 knew him

too well.,” Gilhertson, on the other
hand, concedes that “although they
all denied it, local people at the ime
suspected a meénage a trois. And my
ga andfather did say to certain people
t he suspected it as well.
“We made the decision for the

film to explore the idea that, when

you are lonely and you've got your

childhood friend there, someone
you feel safe with, you may become
vulnerable. And young people then
lived for the day. There was a war on
and didn't know whether they,
or their loved ones, would be alive or
dead tomorrow. But we purposefull
kept it a grey area. We dJ;Fun‘t show 4

Caitlin has said that, in the
biographies of Dylan, it was always
about the drink and the dark side.
They never captured the great fun
that they had. ForVera, it was one of
the best times of her life. They had

-| this real freedom — they were like

hippies before the hippies were
invented.”

They were
like hippies
before the
hippies
were
invented

T oMoy nD S & b Te D

1 Eha PO O B it

=4 -]

(= ol e -0 -]



atfention and e wants the attention
of themn both. So they bond and
become vﬂ&fme, and the story is
about how the men in their lives

| pull them apart. Vera decides she

| disesn™t want b stay in the playpen
with Dylen and Caitlin. She chooses
Williarn: they have a fulure together
and he makes her fee] real.

| Sometimes with the closest

friendships In your life, you just
have to ED your different ways
hecause it's the healthy thing to do.
}.!-ut my prandmother always referred

n as Catty and had this real
wmm [h for her"™

% ilbertzon, who turns 35 on
% Fndm. hias worn many hats in
short career; EI!';E:'.LS printed
S0 J'It .|"1l,l at the

il Uﬁ]r_m House,
helped Martin Bell in his campaizgn
to become an Iudepe:l'ldf'rlr MP and
huilt refuges shelters in Zimbabwe, ~
Her encounters with landmine
victims there led her to publish a
fundraising hool, Hmreiﬂres. of
celebrity handprints and fontprints.

It's another connection with her
andfather, who was acquitted of
gr_' sttempled murder charge,
ppm'érrﬂ],- after the intervention of a
sympathetic |udge himself an ex-
army officer. *He laid landmines in
Greece and then would have to go
back ard dig them wp so they

wouldn’t harm civilians, and so he
wing terribly proud of my boole. He
was lilie an oal tres, always there
fior e We used to rale the b&-l.‘i"t:b-
together and, every time I smell a
honfire now, 1 think of him, | adored
hoth my grandparents and, in an
odd wiy, this film started off as a
love letter to them,”™

She applauds Murphy's ds:kly
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mw:llhml dipnity and integrity."

EJ! T wondered wh'!t she thought of
Knightley's comrnent that Vera
staris out as a confident, spirited
wornan s ends up broken,
“Perhaps Keira felt the life was
sucked out of Vera then because the
fun and games were stopping. But 1
| remember my grandmother as very
| stimulating. She was ahweys peading,
she loved young people and she
loved ideas.”

Gilbertson’s family and the
Thomeses' daughter, Azromw Wy, have
| yet to pee The Edge of Love, *T'm sure

they will find it strange. 1 was not

interested in making a biopic ora

| dcumentary, but in taking four
| young people with the bac il
| of & global war and seeing the push

and pull of their emotions. z’u'l.d e

been living with this for so long that

they're not s ey
||:ge T]'IE!,IJI;\"?I]LL“ two characters
thiat we've developsed.”

A TU'RBUI.ENT THMI. Tﬂ foundered due o Oldman’s "nenaus
THE BIG SCREEN exhaustion” alter Hming Francis Ford
Coppola’s Dracwla {not ko menticn bis
The e of Dylan Thomas (1914-1953) | own marital giffloutlesy,
and his turbulenk marriage seem the Twi more recent projects. bith on
stuff of high drama, yet many atbempts - | the back burner, are afilm backed by
tobring therm to the screen have fallen | Plerce Brosnan and starming Mchasi
Iy U wiatysile, * | Sheen and Miranda Richaroson, and
Cne casualty in 1991 was to star another devaloped by Mick Jaggers
Gary Oidrman and his then wile Lima production company for Dougray Scott
Thaurman, But % aned Emily Watson,

‘Yt another anaiting he
1 green light focuses on Thomas's
& lake-fie sojeurm in the Chekea
¢ Hofel The director, Mick Dasis,
has gescribed if &= being sbout
I Drylan “freaking out and
constanthy seeng things ard
iing back In flashes to his B,
- Iewnuld star Kevin Mckiod, Kelly
& Railty s Caitlin and Farnie
. Janssen 25 one of Dylan's
i mistresses,
0 filrn that did sae the ght
& of gay had nothing to do with
|+ Drylan's marriage. in 1920,
Anthony Hophins directed Dalars
£ Thowras: Rehum Jourmney, Invwhich
i Bob Kingdom - whe bears a
© startiing resemiblance to the
U older poal = portrays him o four
+ inthe Fifties givirg b one-man




