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A voyage round

As a new biopic
probes the life and
loves of Dylan
Thomas, the writer's
daughter gives her
verdict to biographer
ANDREW LYCETT

f Aeronwy Thomes is dis-
inted she @3 not portrayed
in The Edze of Love, John May-
bury's moving and visually
stunning film centred on the
spcond world war antics of her
father, the mmbunctious Welsh
poet Drylan Thomas, she docs nod
show it. As 8 two-year-old, she
was present in Mew Quay, wosl
Wales, when ihe incident that
gives the film ity dramitic focus
ook place.

‘There, on the night of March 6,
1943, a family friend, Captain
William Killick. repemedly fired
his machinegun inte Majoda, the
flimsy, asbestos-ridden bungalow
overlooking Cardigen Bay where
Aeronwy - and her parents were
living. She was aslesp in @ back
room, directly in the line of fire,
while Dylan and his blowsy wife,
Caitlin, wene curousing with guests
at the front. Il was a miracle
nobody was Killed.

Killick was consumed with &
volatile mixture of alcohol, sexual
jealousy and post-fraumitic siness
disorder after returning from a
bloody tour of military doty - in
Greese, He found his Welsh-bom
wife, Wem, living next door to
the Thomases, They had fled the
dungers and adrenaline rush of
London in the blitz for the peace of
Wales, where their bohemian life-
style had continued, while he was
risking his skin.

On one level, he was unable to
readjist to reality — & universal
complaint of the reluming warrior,
Maybury does not spell out the
parallels with Irag, but they are
always there, Mome specifically,
Vera had been suppoming the
indigent Thomases from her hus-
band's hard-won army pay. To
top it all, Killick suspected that
ghe hwd becn having an affair
with Diylan — who, o give the
story added drama (and justify i
title), had supposedly been her
first lover when they were feen-
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my father

Passion of a poet: Matthew
Rhys as Dylan Thomas and
Sienna Miller as his wife,

GCaitlin, in The Edge of Love

Deviation from tuth s a
potential probicm in any biopic.
As the biographer of Dylan
Thomas, 1 am ot aware of any
affuir between him and Yern. As
boy. he had simply been friendly
with her family, the Phillipses, who
lived o one of the larger, mone
welgoming houses near his awn in
the Uplands aned of Swansed.

Rebekab Gilbertson, 34, who
conceived and produced the film,
admirs there is no cvidence for an
affwir, bt says: "“We wanted 1o
find the drametic truth about the
characiers. The actual truth was
scarce.” She has a personal invest-
ment: William and Vera Kithick
were her grandparents, She was,
therefore, keen to hear Asromay
Thomes's reaction afler a screen-
“ing of the film in Soho last week,
and was visibly relicved when this
proved positive,

It might have been different
When | ok Thomas round the
corer for lunch at the French pub,
ome of her futher’s regular drinking
hannis, she told me, with the quiet
hurmour that has made her an excel-
lent ambassador for the Dylan
Thomas estate: “1 should be very
angry with thet man Killick,
becanse he tred to kill me” She
besirs o grudges, however, adding
that this wis only one of several
fimes she nearly Iost her life as &
result of her parents’ rickery rou-
tine. Acromwy is o poet who has
recently returned from & tour of
America, whee she read from both
her own and her father’s work, but
has mumed her back on her parenis’
unpredictable, ofien  emotionaliy
damaping existence, Martied with
two childnen, she Hves in MNew
Malden, southwest London, whers
she worships at the local charch,

With its oheizanee to The Map
of Love, a 1939 collection of
Dylan Thoaas poems. this film is

about @ foursome. Fﬂ:lhﬁ‘ﬂtl-
puses of the deama, Vera
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sty simper in o wanime London
Whide being couwred by Killick,
she meets her supposed old flame,
Dylan, whae whem nil gedling
drunk, makes propaguncda films for
the govermment. Vera develops o
chse  friendship with the pro-
miscrows Caitlin (Sicons Milker),
which makes for problems when,
after reluctantly marrying Killick
prior o hkis call-up, she connod
get over her bowe for Deyvlam,
Aumid much Frdicking, their fap-
il relntionships are shattered by
Eillsek'™s  metarn,  the  “Majoda
incident™ and his subscquent trial
for stvemgted murder,

Aeronwy Thomas s amused
by the film’s oven preiiness. “The
dreses all ok o expensive,”
she saye, recalling her childiood,
“Where are (he peiches oo e
elbows of coms aml c.ard}_g,:l,nq‘“"
She s happy, however, 10 recog-
nise the pesthesic demands of
commercial cinema @nd 10 agnse
thal, while somctimes economdcal
wills the aoradind, his exaberan
film captures the spirid of her
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parents’ lives. She fecks it s suc
cessful in evoking her mother, with
teer Irigh penchamt for truth, above
all, apd is not put ol that the Film
shows bor obder brother, Llewelyn,
mther than her, at Majoda. He was
staying thal might wich her grand-
mather in Hampshire. When she
ransed Uns polnl with the makers,
she was weld this was o droma
raiheT than & documemtary. Cilben-
sion sddds that il was neceszary
w keep the pumber of choracters
sl and readily demtifiabde.
Thinmas's only beef i the -
truyal of her Father as o vanciclive
man intent on sending Killick o
jual. I pariscilar, Dvlan  gives
evidence af the trinl that the cap-
LN was seber, and thenslooe naoa:
culpable, ot the time of the shoot
Inp. Acromwy says (and evidence
supports ber) thol Dylan in el
ired b0 help Killick, With a hini
of weury expericnce. she adds:
*People who drink hove o ende that
anything thet happems wnder the

imflucne: of aleohod is fargoticn

e mest day. You can'l roguine
reople to be charioble b yoa i

dioi’l eciprcaie.” I the comiext
af the film. this lapse is undersiand-
able. Diylan's anper cxpresses the
break-up of his happy, imespons-
ible threesway ménage, ns Killick's
return forces Wern (o chodise reslity
AIVET FOMEnce.

For Gilbermson, the movie's
redease is ihe culmirstion of o
peocess thed storedl sevel VERTs
apr, shonly after she won o ploce
o stmly Gkmo production w the
Mational Film  and - Tedevision
School, Even hefore siaming her
MA  course, she was  hinking
ahogil how oo approach & ipswfule
b reguibred her w0 develop her
A oy, In Oclobor 200, her
beloved  prondlather William
deld.  Amber  family  member
suppesicd thal she might Jook st
his imvolvemnent in the “Majoda
imcidienl” for hor projoa.

Gilberson was infrigoed. She
wits aware af this Family history,
bal it was nol discussed, This
was doe im pant to Killick's
cmbarmssment at has  momeni
of mudness (he tricd w stop the
publication of a leter in which

& We wanted to
find the dramatic
ruth about the
characters. The
actual truth was

scarce 7

Dykan deseribed the evenis), snd
panly o resciiom againss the poet
in Monconformisn Wales, whene be
wik neganded & a wasnl,

With e Shh snniversary of
Dilan’s death ocenimg in JHE,
o, b was nediseovened and
wlmdles bogan e change. Thi
actor MNeil Momisscy bouphl up
hosteiries ool 1he poet’s laler
hones in Laughame, Carmanben-
shire (including Brovan's, the pub
wihwore Divlan tock his daily tdpple
vr ek and, fresh from ssccess
with Enigma. Mick Japger's com
pany. Jagoed Fiklms, hd o scripl
fior o biopic moaly 10 run. Even
Wekh touwrist boands  belatedly
wake up ta the potemiial of a home-
prawn cuiiural herm

Al the same time, Crilbersons
cureeT sk off. On o parnllel imck.
she womn 0 fellowship from the
National Endowment for Science,
Technolegy and the Ans s make
g short film ohow  susininable
development. Her script comsialr-
ant wis the playwright Sharman
Mucdonald, best known for When
| Wos & Girl | Used 10 Scream

am Shour; sl playing a small
pam wis Macdonald's  eenage
dauphicr, Keirs Knlghibey, who
war pust abowil 1o Cied acclabm in
Bemd It Like Beckham.

As g mwice prindacar, Galber-
sof meedivd someone expericescd
beside bor. A llm scbood, sbe
hiwl been Laapht by Sarsh Rad-
clyffe.s whe had produced My
Beastifill Lavmdrette e Working
Tule. und who agreed 10 wark on
Lhis prizjoct.

Where, thoaph, to find a dir
color sympathelic mot pust o this
setup. bat 1o the world of Drylan
Thomas? Crilbenson  gravitaied
to the cinemagicully sdvemstures
John Mayhury, with whom Knighi-
ey had worked oo o femure called
The Inckei, He seemed wdeal,
bawing enjoyed  suocess with o
binpic  aboul  Framciz  Baecon,
another Soho habaned. Muoybary,
however, wis pomhly  elusive,
even for the pubchrimdinos star of
The facket. So Knightley, whe had
comimigied berselfl wholcheamedly
W the projecl, ok 1o sirmcting
him with pocms. (Now  those

wiotld b collector's inema,) Bves-
tually, be agrosd 1o neail the sorpl.
Chosagh il ks nod Closr il B verse ar
i Ol champapee did the rick.

Komiphnbey's involvement elpsd
Giibbeson 1o raise £8 Sim, abtirss
olbser slars (Limdsasy Loban wis
ance mooled o play Caatling asd
1alk up the film with sugpestioes
af a leshian affarr bétween Caillin
and Wern; these are ot followed
up. lhough plonly of bednwom
TOITpS CRman.

Aermay Thomas takes this 21l
in her sinde. “There's o nebulous
area between foct aml  fictban,
which cin be deall with mther
hadly.” she ohserves. “This film
denls with it well.” She adds: “li's
n sarl of urapiz, really, with Dylan
sitming in ns @0 koon,” a

Andew Lveert's Dvlmn Thamer ds
pubished by Phoewiy (£8,.90); The
Edwe af Love apeng on Jeae 20

To watch the trallar for
The Edge of Love, go to
timesonling, ca,ukim




